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Via Italia BIA AGM 2025 Budget

Meeting Minutes

Date: October 28, 2025

Location: Via Italia BIA Office, 836 Erie Street East

Board Members Present: Michael Vonella Jr (President), Teresa Silvestri (Vice President),
Franca Conciatori (Treasurer), Pietro DiPonio (Director), Tony Conciatori (Director)
Regrets: Adriano Ciotoli (Secretary), Pete Vitti (Director), Councillor McKenzie

BIA Stakeholders Present: 1Leo Silvestri, Reda Mansour

BIA Coordinator Present: Brandi Myles

Minutes Recorded and Submitted by: Michael Vonella, President, and Brandi Myles,
Coordinator, in lieu of Secretary

Call to Order and Approval of Last Meeting Minutes: Motion to accept minutes by Teresa S.
Passed unanimous.

President’. r 2025
Michael V. reports:

e Continued to foster and nurture community partnerships while building on the heritage
and legacy of the street and connecting to the larger community as well through various
initiatives and events.

e Held a community open house with the Windsor Police Services to open channels of
discussion to further enhance safety and well-being in the BIA and surrounding area.
Maintained lines of communication with the community officer and worked alongside
WPS to help ensure safety in the neighbourhood.

e Strengthened social media presence with new social media manager who continues to
grow all platforms that have a Via Italia BIA account through highlighting the character
of the street while honouring the heritage and legacy of the street.

e Carrousel of the Nations was a success. The Miss Universe Canada pageant was a
success, as well as larger acts, and working with the church.

e TDVI saw new organizers take the lead and are committed to ensuring its success for

many more years to come.

Jazz Festival was a new addition in the summer and was a success for its first year.

Butterfly Festival was a success again, with the garden looking its best yet.

Bocce courts are open and bringing engagement to the area.

Hosted a Jane’s Walk, and the BIA also worked with Museum Windsor and Family

Respite Services for their walks they held on the street.

e Beautification efforts were ongoing with various street cleanings organized with the help
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of St. Leonard’s. and trving to maintain streetlighting and lessen graffiti and debris.

e Purchased more planters than were given to help beautification efforts along the street in
the warmer months.

o Energetic year with successful events, and connecting businesses, and plan to continue to
build on in the next year and beyond.

Finance:
2026 Proposed Budget:

Treasurer’s Report
Presentation by Treasurer, Franca C, of tentative budget of $125,000 for 2026 and its allocation

as broken down according to city budget template, as well as the 2024 audited financial
statements from KPMG.

Franca C. breaks down the budget proposal with the attending members in each line detail.
Discussion:

Floor opens for questions and comments from group.
Discussion on tax levy for unoccupied spaces vs occupied. No questions regarding proposed
budget.

tion by Pietro D. ) ed 2026 budget. Board votes unanimously in favour o,

proposed 2026 budget. Passed.

Motion to accept Treasurer's Report and to submit the 2026 budget proposal by Teresa S.
Unanimous. Passed.

Open Discussion:

Reda M. mentions that restaurants are upset over the cost of patio licences. Franca C. suggests

speaking to other BIA’s to see if they would be willing to lobby the city together to waive patio
fees. There is an informal gathering in November where they may be approached to ask.

Brandi states she has been in contact with Councillor McKenzie and they will be setting up a
meeting with the Environmental Services team to see what can be done to refurbish the current
garbage receptacles as well as adding new ones. The board would also like to fix the benches and
have a bus stop moved that is impeding on a merchant’s business. To be continued.
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tion t journ by Michael V. All in favour jon carries.

Adjournment:

Next Meeting: November 18, 2025
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