Board Meeting Minutes: June 15, 2025
Location: BIA Office, 836 Erie Street East

Time: 7 pm

Director Board Members Present: Mike Vonella, Franca Conciatori, Teresa Silvestri, Pete
DiPonio, Tony Conciatori

General Members: Leo Silvestri

Non-Member Public: Brandi Myles

Regrets: Pete Vitti, Mark McKenzie, Adriano Ciotoli

Call to Order

Mike calls the meeting to order.

Approval of Minutes
Minutes of previous meeting approved unanimously

Finance

Currently have $86,589 in bank with in reserve of $25,400 with outstanding cheques of
approx. $4000.

Marketing & Events
Jazz Fest

Adriano has spoken to the church and WindsorEats will be giving a portion of proceeds
from the church area of the jazz fest to the church. Adriano mentioned earlier in the day that
he had recently received confirmation from the church to have an hour and a half
performance there before the bocce courts on July 4th.

Social Media

Mike mentions Jaylyn has been responsive to requests and has been helpful. Some board
members ask if she can pass some things by the board prior to posting to ensure that the
posts are on-brand.

Carrousel of the Nations Planning

Workers have been scheduled, including someone from St. Leonards, high school students,
and Greg. Brandi to call Christa from What's Poppin’ to ask about a tent. Restaurants will set
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up on the Louis to Marentette block as usual. Currently have 4 restaurants coming in from
outside of the physical boundaries. Discussions have been ongoing with all restaurants and
food operators throughout the boundaries, with Mike and Brandi asking them to come in.
Mike has offered tents, coolers, extension cords, etc to help entice them as well as explained
the monetary cost of expanding the festival beyond its current boundaries.

Alternate plans to move the entertainment to the church hall is still in the works in case of
inclement weather. Spago would like to have the indoors to sell their food exclusively if that
were the case.

Talent Show has about 15-17 participants with a wide array of entertainment. BIA is
sponsoring the parking in all municipal lots again. Meters will be bagged on Thursday night,
and the lots will be free until Monday morning.

All Directors asked again if they have anything to contribute to the Heritage table required
by the MCC for the festival.

Brandi asks Pete if he would be able to help with traffic signs prior to the weekend as well
as barricades and barrels.

TDVI

Aug. 16%. New group are running it. Have another major sponsor and are actively looking
for more. Pete is still advising, including having Via Italia restaurant staff wearing tshirts
prior to and during the day of the event. Races may be scaled down somewhat due to lack of
sponsorship resources.

City will most likely do some upgrades by patching the road prior to the event. Discussion
on Phase 2 from the city and what happened to it. East end of Erie Street is in very poor
condition. Pete states that the letter from the BIA helped to get Councillor McKenzie and
Councillor Agostino, and Mayor Dilkens on board with attending to the street condition to
ensure bike races are able to be held.

Safety & Beautification

Mike questions about hardware for the street pole flags. Bob had it from when he worked
on the trees. Discussion about flag hardware. Mike to message Graham to locate extras and
get them replaced as soon as possible.

Teresa aks if someone can arrange to fix lights that are wayward on a tree on the east end.
Mike to ask his nephew for help to fix them.

Garden

Coming along nicely. New planters have been installed. Motor City Credit Union has
sponsored some things in the garden for $1300 and there will be a sign stating their



sponsorship. Leo would like to make signs to encourage sponsorship. Discussion about sign
materials and consistent branding.

Planters are on the street. They aren’t as big as previous years. Teresa reminds everyone
that the budget will need to set aside money for the planters next year, or come up with a
different idea for the streetscaping.

Brandi reports that the missing tree outside of Pro-Staff will be planted in the fall. James
Chacko messaged Mark McKenzie to state that it is again on the list.

Mike and Derek will be planting things in the planters of the busts at the Howard and Parent
intersections. Franca would like to see bougainvillea in them. Mike asks about painting the
bases of the busts’ structures. Leo has the paint and supplies. Mike wants to paint them and
add additional signage.

New Business/Open Discussion

Brandi reports that Bill Kralovensky from parking has asked if the BIA would like to paint
on any wooden fences at the Municipal parking lots because the city will be painting them
white. It would be up to the BIA if they’d like to paint them, and they could decide what
they’d like as well. Leo S. mentions that the white paint should be primed and finished in flat
or eggshell first.

Insurance is coming due on July 20t. [ves has sent through 122 pages of a policy and it’s less
than it was last year.

New Businesses

Motion to end meeting by Mike. All in favour. Meeting Closed.
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